[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


Badgerland Youth Bowlers Tour
2010 - 2011 Rules & Regulations
Tournament Headquarters

5721 Piping Rock Road
Madison WI, 53711-3418

Directors
Sandy Stanley
Cher Breunig
Linda Schroeder

Phil Dowling
John Breunig
BYBT Website: bybt.bowlweb.com
BYBT is a USBC certified event. All USBC rules apply where no other BYBT rule applies
RULE 1. ELIGIBILITY / CERTIFICATION OF TOURNAMENT The BYBT is open to all youth USBC bowlers with a USBC membership. Participants are not required to be a Wisconsin resident. Any member under suspension from BYBT and/or USBC is not eligible to participate in any BYBT event until said suspensions are lifted. This tournament is certified by USBC and shall abide by all rules set by USBC. 

RULE 2. APPLICATION FOR TOURNAMENT ENTRY CLOSING DATE All entries will be accepted up to the start of practice on the day of the tournament.  Walk-on fees may apply see rule 23. The tournament field may be limited to a certain number of players dependent on the lanes availability. In the event more entries are received than can be accommodated, a waiting list system will be utilized. Waiting list order will go in the order of the actual entries received. 

RULE 3. SITE SELECTION / SCHEDULING Whenever possible, the normal BYBT schedule will be the third Sunday of every month with check-in starting at 9:00 a.m., practice at 9:45 a.m. competition starts at 10 a.m.  Exceptions will be made for holidays, national events, etc. Site selection will be done by Tournament Directors. All sites/dates subject to change at any time. All factors will be considered before announcing any changes to the schedule. They will provide announcements of any changes to the schedule and announcements of those changes will be made at previous tournament sites and/or through the official website of the BYBT. 

RULE 4. WITHDRAWAL FROM TOURNAMENT Withdrawal while the tournament is in progress will be allowed ONLY with the permission of Tournament Directors. Any withdrawal of the Tournament(s) shall forfeit their entry fee. Failure to notify the tournament directors of early withdrawal will result in a one tournament suspension.
RULE 5. REGISTRATION / CHECK IN All bowlers must be checked in before the start of the practice. Persons late for practice or not showing for practice during the Qualifying Round or Match Play Round will forfeit any practice. The tournament field may be limited to a certain amount of players depending on lane/ time availability. Lane assignments will be given at time of Check In. Switching of lane assignments may be done by Tournament Directors to balance the field. 

RULE 5A. DIVISIONS OF EVENT BYBT will host four (4) divisions, scratch boys and girls and handicap boys and girls. Choice of division must be made during registration / check in to a BYBT event. Division change cannot occur during the event.
RULE 5B. AVERAGE/HANDICAP Handicap is 90% of 200 and a minimum average of 125 will be used.  In handicap divisions entrants will use highest last posted USBC youth league average based on a minimum of 9 games as of the participating tournament date.  If no current average, the highest USBC youth league average of 9 games or more from the previous season will be used.  If neither of the above they must bowl scratch.  BYBT reserves the right to re-rate any bowler and establish a tournament average after fifteen (15) games of  tournament competition, if said bowler has a tournament average fifteen(15) pins higher than their last posted  league average BYBT will use the tournament average.   
RULE 6. EQUIPMENT All bowling equipment used by the bowlers must meet all USBC specifications.  Altering the surface of a bowling ball by the use of abrasives while bowling in sanctioned competition is strictly prohibited. Any bowling balls altered will be removed from competition by Tournament Directors.  The use of approved cleansing agents such as isopropyl (rubbing) alcohol and polishing machines is permissible. This also includes water and commercial ball cleaning agents, approved for use by USBC. 
RULE 7. PRACTICE BEFORE COMPETITION BYBT bowlers are not allowed to practice on any of the Tournament lanes on the day of the event until the official practice time is announced. All BYBT bowlers will be allowed approximately fifteen (15) minutes of practice before qualifying. Once "Last Ball" is announced, practice has ended. Players on the approach when this is announced can roll their last ball. Two (2) practice balls will be allowed on their starting pair of lanes for Match Play and the Step Ladder finals prior to the start of competition. 
RULE 8. BREAKDOWN OR DELAY In case of breakdown or delay caused by machine and/or automatic scorer failure, Tournament Directors shall make a decision regarding the continuation or rescheduling of games. In case of delay and/or the bowlers are moved to a different pair of lanes, the amount of practice allowed will be at the Directors discretion. Interrupted games will restart from point of interruption.

RULE 9. PINFALL Tournament Directors shall be called in to settle any disputes arising over whether the machine knocked down a pin or whether it fell by its own accord.

RULE 10. FOULS USBC rules regarding fouls will be followed. Questions or discrepancies regarding rule or operation of fouls shall be directed to Tournament Directors for ruling. If a foul line judge is needed, Tournament Directors shall appoint an impartial person to act as a judge. When a bowler deliberately fouls, the bowler shall receive zero pin fall for the delivery and shall not be allowed any further deliveries in that frame.

RULE 11. AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL Only authorized personnel (Tournament Staff and scorekeepers) and the bowlers will be permitted in the bowler's area during any/all competition.

RULE 12. DISTRACTIONS / OBSTRUCTION Distractions on nearby lanes that a bowler feels had adversely affected his/her shot must be called to the attention of Tournament Directors before another ball is thrown. However, completed shots may not be re-taken. Shots may be re-taken only if the bowler comes in contact with another bowler during his/her approach.

RULE 13. DEAD WOOD Any / all dead wood must be removed before the next ball is to be thrown.

RULE 14. SCORING RULE

14A. PLAYERS SCORECARD Each player is responsible for his/her own scorecard AND that of the player opposite. After each game, the player's scores must be entered on the scorecard by the bowler and initialed by another player on the pair. Scorecards will be accepted as being correct by the Tournament Director(s), and any errors resulting from false reporting of scores could result in DISQUALIFICATION from the tournament of both, the player with the incorrect card and the person initialing the card as being correct. 

RULE 14B. OFFICIAL SCOREKEEPING All bowlers are responsible for accurately recording all shots on the telescore. Strikes and spares shall not be colored in at any time when manual scoring is used. In the event automatic scoring is used, players are responsible for making sure the computer systems are recording all shots correctly. If an error has occurred with the auto scoring devices, a center employee or Tournament Directors must correct the error.  

RULE 14C. ERRORS IN ANNOUNCING WINNERS Any obvious errors brought to the attention of the

Tournament Manager(s) within 24 hours of the tournament will be corrected and the bowlers involved will be notified of any changes in the amount of scholarship won, if any. In the event errors were made in positioning of stepladder /match play finals, all scores and positions will stand as is.

RULE 15. FORMAT The qualifying block shall consist of 5 games.  All players will move to a different pair of lanes after each game. The field will then be cut in approximately half of each division. The remaining bowlers will then bowl three (3) match play games.  Winners of each match will be determined by total pins in game plus handicap where applicable, winner of the match will be awarded a 30 pin bonus for each match won. Ties count as 15 points per bowler. Pins will carry over from the qualifying round. The top five scores after match play will bowl in the step ladder finals.
RULE 15A. TIES In the event of a tie at the end of the qualifying round or match play, and breaking that tie determines who advances to match play or stepladder, there will be a 9th and 10th frame roll off to determine final positioning for match play/step ladder. The lanes will be chosen by the tournament director, and the starting order will be determined by the high three game series of the qualifying round for match play or the high qualifier from the qualifying round for the stepladder. Ties after the qualifying round will only be rolled off, if those bowlers are competing for the last available spot(s) in the match play finals. Ties at the end of match play will not be rolled off, unless for tournament stepladder finals. Otherwise, the two scholarships will be combined and divided evenly.

RULE 15B. LANE ASSIGNMENTS Bowlers will move 1 pair to their right (or determined by Tournament officials). Lane assignments for match play will be pre -determined using the BYBT Match Play Schedule and will be entered on the BYBT Match Play Boards at the start of match play. Bowlers will follow lane assignments listed on the BYBT Match Play Boards. In the event an error is found in lane assignments for match play, all games already completed or in progress, will stand as is. All scores plus bonus points earned will count. Tournament Directors will correct any errors by following the BYBT Match Play Schedule from that game on. It is possible because of the error that bowlers will compete against each other more than once. All scores/bonus will stand as is. Matches will not be re -bowled.

RULE 16. PRIZE FUND AND AWARDS Scholarships will be awarded based on a minimum of 0ne (1) in five (5).  High series & game awards will be given during the five game qualifying. The high series award will be based on the first 3 games of qualifying.  The high game award will be based on the first 5 games of qualifying. All scholarships will be deposited to the USBC SMART program. All award fees will be returned 100%.  Scholarships will not be paid out if the bowler has any NSF checks or is under suspension.

RULE 17. SUBSTITUTIONS The first alternate player may be substituted for one of the finalists in match play, in case of injury, sickness, or other emergency. An alternate coming in assumes the right to all scholarships for the position he/she finishes in, while the person stepping out assumes the alternate's scholarship position, if they receive any scholarship. The bowler stepping in will start at whatever point the first person left. He/she will not start out from zero. In case of a bowler being gone at the start of match play or stepladder finals, the alternate may be put in and the late or missing bowler will assume the alternate position in standings. THE DECISION OF TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS IS FINAL! If more than one alternate is needed, the director shall appoint the person(s) in the audience who finished highest in the standings to fill the vacant position(s). Substitutions will not be allowed during the qualifying round. 

RULE 18. UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT Any un-sportsmanlike conduct will result in removal from the tournament. Kicking ball returns, foul language, distracting other bowlers, intentional fouls, and obscene gestures are considered un-sportsmanlike and are forbidden. Failure to turn in score sheet and the intentional re-setting of pins to avoid spare or fill shots will also be considered un-sportsmanlike conduct. See Rule 18A and 19 for further conduct rules. Withdrawal from any BYBT event without permission will be subject to a one tournament suspension. PENALTIES: For any infraction of BYBT conduct rules, a bowler will be warned ONE time per season and given a written warning. The second offense will bring suspension for the remainder of that tournament.  The third offense will bring suspension for the remainder of that tournament and the next two tournaments. Any infraction will result in the forfeiture of all BYBT fees.

RULE 18A. SLOW BOWLING Meet the other bowlers as they come off the approach. Do not delay the game. Single lane courtesy is mandatory during the qualifying round. Any ball not delivered within 20 seconds of stepping on the approach may be declared dead and the bowler will be given a (0) zero for that frame. 
RULE 19. COMPLAINTS All complaints should be taken to Tournament Directors. DO NOT register your complaints to the center proprietor, his/her personnel, or other bowlers. IN CASE OF CONTROVERSY AT AN EVENT, TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS WILL MAKE A RULING WHICH WILL BE BINDING ON ALL PARTIES AT THAT TOURNAMENT.
RULE 20. RERACKS A player will be allowed up to 2 re-racks per game. If more are necessary, Tournament Directors must be called in to make a decision.

RULE 21. SCRATCH DIVISION MEMBERSHIP FEES Any membership fees generated during the current season will go to the Masters tournament. The Season membership fee is $25.00. Memberships are due at the first event bowled in the season. Bowlers may elect to pay an additional $10.00 with their entry fee if they decide not to purchase a membership. 
RULE 22. ENTRY FEE BREAKDOWN Entry Fee for handicap divisions & scratch member divisions $30.00 ($13.00-bowling, $14.00-scholarships, $1.00-expenses, $2.00-Masters).  Entry Fee for scratch non-member divisions $40.00 ($13.00-bowling, $24.00-scholarships, $1.00-expenses, $2.00-Masters).  Scratch Divisions 2010-2011 membership fee $25.00 ($25.00-Masters).  Junior Gold Qualifier fee $40.00 ($40.00 Junior Gold entry).  The proprietor(s) of the host center may elect to donate part or all of the lineage fee back to the tournament prize fund. Donated lineage will be added to the Masters. Other donations made by outside sponsor(s) will be used however the donor wishes for it to be used within the prize fund or within the BYBT general expense account.  

RULE 23. WALK ON LATE FEE A late fee of $10.00 will be charged for any entry not reserved by 9pm Saturday prior to the tournament by phone, written or personal confirmation. Entries received on event day will also be subject to a $10 late fee. This applies to all players. 
RULE 24. YEAR END TOURNAMENT/MASTERS
BYBT will host a Year End Tournament/Masters. All members who have competed in 4 of the 5 regular events throughout the year are eligible to compete in this event.  Scratch division bowlers must be a current season member of BYBT.
RULE 25. ELIGIBILITY RULE Any bowler who participates in a BYBT tournament and violates USBC Eligibility Rule #400 during the tournament will be automatically suspended from the BYBT for two (2) months from date of violation and shall forfeit any / all accumulated scholarships. A report shall also be generated to the bowler’s home USBC association. Further suspension action may occur from USBC, and will carry over into the BYBT. Consult the USBC Playing Rules for definition of Eligibility Rule # 400. Any questions or discrepancies of Rule #400 will be directed to USBC Headquarters in Arlington, TX. This rule will be applied to all USBC sanctioned and Non USBC sanctioned members.

RULE 26. USBC RECOGNITION / SYMBOLIC AWARDS Bowlers are eligible to receive rings or other symbolic awards in recognition of honor counts rolled such as 299, 300 games and/or 800 series. Paperwork for honor scores will be completed and given to the bowler. Non honor score awards are the sole responsibility of the bowler and his/her coach and their local center.
RULE 27. DRESS CODE Shirts must be neat and clean with no rips or tears. Sleeve-less dress shirts may by worn by the women, as long as they are neat, clean, and of appropriate design. Slacks shorts and/or skirts, must be neat and clean. Caps or hats are not allowed to be worn during any tournament. Clothing that may be considered obscene and/or has vulgar language is not permitted. Neat appearance in clothing and personal grooming is required by all bowlers. Please dress properly as tournament directors have final approval.
RULE 28, PERSONAL ITEMS The use of any electronic devices will not be allowed (cell phones, I pods, head phones, MP3 players etc.)

RULE 29. MEETINGS OF BYBT STAFF Each year the Tournament staff will meet at least two (2) times during the season to discuss any issues that have arisen and/or to verify bank statements and financial reports. Most, if not all meetings will be held in conjunction with the monthly tournament. Only the Tournament Director shall call any meeting. Other staff members or bowlers at large may request meetings to be held. Requests must be made to the Tournament Director.

RULE 30. OTHER RULES United States Bowling Congress (USBC) rules will apply if no specific BYBT rule applies. If needed, the USBC national offices will be contacted if any major conflicts arise, that the rulebook cannot clarify and/or solve.

RULE 31. COMMUNICATIONS The Tournament Staff will publish on a regular basis: previous tournament results, player scholarships, BYBT averages. The BYBT Internet Web site will also have the latest BYBT related news, dates, etc. This shall also include all statistics. The BYBT website is bybt.bowlweb.com
RULE 32. BANKING / AUDITING All deposits must be made within one week after the completion of any tournament. The BYBT is subject to audit at any time. There shall be at least 1 scheduled audit of the BYBT during each season. (See Rule #35) All scholarships awarded will be deposited into the USBC SMART scholarship program. All withdrawals from this program will be the responsibility of the bowler(s) requesting the scholarship. The BYBT assumes no responsibility for errors committed by USBC and its employees. Any interest gained from BYBT funds are used to defray accounting costs at USBC. Funds left over after accounting costs are deducted are awarded back to the scholarship organizations. Returned funds will be re-used as future scholarship awards.

RULE 33. WITHDRAWAL OF SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS All awarded scholarships will be deposited into the USBC SMART scholarship program at USBC National Headquarters. It will be the bowler's responsibility to contact USBC about withdrawal of funds. Proof of registration and a Scholarship Request Letter must be mailed to the USBC National Headquarters, before any monies will be issued. Please contact the Scholarship Department at USBC for specific request requirements. A bowler may not withdraw more than he/she has earned. No credit will be given. Scholarship money will be paid directly to the learning institution that is designated by the bowler, provided that institution meets the guidelines approved by USBC. ANY FUNDS NOT USED WITHIN 6 YEARS OF GRADUATION OR WITHIN 6 YEARS OF THE AWARD ISSUE DATE POST GRADUATION WILL BE GIVEN BACK TO THE BYBT FOR RE-DISTRIBUTION. Extensions may be made due to military leave. Contact USBC for the latest details. Interest earned on BYBT funds while in the SMART Program will be used to defray accounting costs at USBC. Interest will not be credited back to the bowlers.

RULE 34. REPORTING OF MONTHLY RESULTS, FINANCIAL STATEMENTS The BYBT Tournament Directors shall provide to USBC and all others requesting it, a monthly results report along with a financial statement on a month to month basis. These reports must be completed and distributed within 30 days of the tournaments close date. These monthly statements will also be posted at the tournament sites. Any BYBT member or other interested party may request to view past statements / reports, including bank statements, checkbook balances.

RULE 35. AUDITING OF ALL FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS All finances performed through/by the BYBT are subject to audit. Audits shall be conducted at least one time per BYBT season. Based on their findings, they shall recommend to the BYBT Staff, any action that should be taken. BYBT Tournament Directors shall appoint the auditing committee. These participants should not be affiliated with the BYBT Tournament Staff in any direct manner.

RULE 36. SPONSORS OF BYBT The BYBT Tournament Staff is continually looking for sponsors for the BYBT. These may come from any source and monies will be used at the Tournament Directors discretion. 

RULE 37. FOOD AND BEVERAGES No outside food or beverages are allowed into a host center without prior permission from the Center Manager / Proprietor. Most host centers do have food services available, or open them for our tournament. All food / beverages that are purchased within the center must be behind the settee area on tables or counters, etc. No food / beverages are allowed in the settee area. 
RULE 38. SMOKING AND ALCOHOL All smoking, chewing tobacco and/or drinking of alcoholic beverages by the Tournament bowlers or persons in the bowling area is strictly prohibited. Any bowler caught smoking, chewing tobacco or drinking will be immediately disqualified and suspended 1 (one) month from the BYBT, without any refunds. A report shall also be filed with USBC. This is regardless of age of the participant. The Tournament director shall take care of any situation that arises, and shall inform the host center ahead of time on our policies.

RULE 39. PARENTS AND SPECTATORS Because of the nature of the tournament, the BYBT requests all parents and spectators abide by Rule 38 along with the bowlers. If you must consume alcoholic beverages, it must be done in the bar, if you must smoke or chew tobacco it must be in the centers designated area away from tournament competition. Please inform any BYBT director if any person is violating this rule. Tournament Directors will then inform the specific person of our rules and ask the specific person(s) to either stop their activity or move to a designated area. 

RULE 40. LIABILITY / RESPONSIBILITY The BYBT and its Directors staff shall not be held responsible or liable for any lost, stolen or damaged items at any particular BYBT function. Furthermore, the BYBT shall not be held responsible for any bodily injury, health problem and/or resulting physical or mental condition occurring before, during or after a BYBT event. Bowlers are at their own risk and should take personal precautions regarding their own safety and well - being.

RULE 41. BRACKETS The BYBT shall conduct separate Scratch and Handicap optional bracket competition each month for those players wishing to enter. Scores for bracket games will come from the second, third and fourth games of the qualifying round. Cost per bracket is $5.00 with no limit on number of brackets entered. Each bracket will pay out $25.00 for first place, $15 for second place. No administrative fees shall be deducted from entry fees. All funds will be awarded in scholarship form.

RULE 41A. RAFFLES OR FUND RAISER The BYBT shall have the option to conduct raffles, 50/50 drawings, etc. No administrative fees shall be deducted for this program.
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